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1 This article is comprised of various verses, hadlth, and scholarly statements on the topic of one of the major signs 
preceding the Day of Judgment, the Dajjal. Content is taken from many sources, for example Muhammad Ibn 
Salih al-‘UthaymIn’s explanations of Lum ’ah al- ‘Itiqad by Imam Ibn Qudamah al-MaqdisT and Riyad al-Salihin 
by Imam al-NawawI. Full hadith and statements of the Salaf are mentioned where Ibn al-‘Uthaym!n may have 
only mentioned brief points. 

Another main source was the book Faqad Jda Ashratuha by Mahmud ‘ Atiyyah (a former student of Muhammad 
Nasir al-DIn al-Albanl) from which primarily only the topic-based hadlth considered reliable by al-Albanl were 
taken as well as statements of the Salaf. (Translator: Abu az-Zubayr Harrison) 



Dajjal 

KNOWING THE FALSE MESSIAH 

Table of Contents 

1 . Introduction 3 

2. Signs Before the Dajjal Will Appear 9 

3. Where the Dajjal Will Appear 13 

4. The Dajjal’s Physical Features 15 

5. The Dajjal Will Have No Children 26 

6. The Dajjal’s Travels Throughout the Earth 27 

7. The Length of the Dajjal’s Stay on Earth 28 

8. Has Anyone Seen the Dajjal? 30 

9. The Dajjal’s Tribulations 38 

10. The Dajjal’s False Claim of Lordship 46 

11. The Dajjal’s Followers 53 

12. Protection from the Dajjal’s Tribulations 56 

13. The Staunchest Muslims in Opposition to the Dajjal 65 

14. The Greatest Martyr is Murdered by the Dajjal 67 

15. Safety from the Dajjal’s Tribulations Necessitates Paradise 71 

16. The Death of the Dajjal 72 

17. Other Tribulations Close in Severity to the Dajjal 74 

18. Why is the Dajjal Not Explicitly Mentioned in the Quran? 77 


Page 2 of 80 



THE 


Dajjal 

KNOWING THE FALSE MESSIAH 

Introduction 


Hudhayfah Ibn Asid al-Ghifari ( alp ill ) said: The prophet ( ^ j <Ap M ) came to 
us while we were discussing something among ourselves. He asked: 


® ? Oj jS\jo ® 

What are you discussing? 

They (the companions) said, “We are discussing the (last) hour.” So he said: 

Sr- y O y s ' o'* s O s s $y y * y o ' s $ 

« Oj I yis- LfLi jj ( _ 5 ^- jj » 

It will not come until you see before it ten signs. 

Hudhayfah continued, “He then mentioned the smoke; the Dajjal', the beast; the sun’s rising from 
the west; the descent of Jesus, the son of Mary ( ^JL ». j *As> Al Ju> ); Gog and Magog; and three 

earthquakes or landslides: one in the East, one in the West, and one in the Arabian Peninsula; 

2 

and a fire coming from Yemen which will drive people to their final assembly place.” 

As for the signs indicating the nearness of the Day of Judgment, some are minor and 
some are major, as Ibn Hajar al-‘AsqalanI mentions: 

al-Bayhaql and others have said that some of the signs are minor — and most of them have 
already come — and some are major that will come (later)... I say: They (the major signs) 

2 Collected by Muslim 
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are those included in the hadlth of Hudhayfah Ibn Asld recorded by Muslim; they are: the 

3 

Dajjal , the beast, the rising of the sun from the west. . . 

While all major signs of the Day of Judgment warrant close study, it is the Dajjal, or 
False Messiah 4 , the topics on this site will expound upon, using verses of the Quran, statements 
of Prophet Muhammad ( j *As> ill ), and statements of the Salaf, all the while asking Allah 
for sincerity and correctness. 

Who is the Dajjal? The great scholar, Muhammad Ibn Salih al-‘Uthaym!n, explains in his 
explanation of the book Lum ’ah al- ‘ Itiqad : 

Linguistically the word Jbo {Dajjal) is an Arabic hyperbole, a word form of 
intensiveness from the verb root ( dajala ) which means to lie or deceive (the word 

Dajjal then indicating excessive lying and deceit). As for the religious meaning, the 
Dajjal is a man, a deceiver who will emerge toward the end of time claiming lordship. 

His arrival is confirmed in the Sunnah and by the consensus of mainstream Muslims. 5 

And in his explanation of Riyad al-Salihm, Ibn al-‘UthaymIn says, “We believe there will come 
a man toward the end of time known as the ‘Dajjal’ due to his characteristics.” 6 


3 Fath al-Ban (13/85/ yull 

4 In many hadlth, he is referred to as al-Masih al -Dajjal, or the Dajjal Messiah. 

5 Sharh Lum ’ah al- ‘Itiqad, pg. 105 

6 Sharh Riyad al-Salihm, (vol. 4, pg. 448) 
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We study about the Dajjal, this habitual liar, because he will be the greatest trial of this 
life. ‘Imran Ibn Husayn ( ) said: I heard the messenger of Allah saying ( *As> ill 

): 


33 3jo^ 0 ^j8° -jj ^ o Q 

8 I jS I I ^ I ^oT C> 


There is no creation worse (in tribulation), from the time Adam was created until 

the final hour, than the Dajjal. 


Although the information that has come from Allah and his messenger ( j *As> ) 

about the Dajjal and the phenomena that will occur at his hands is certainly amazing and yet 
terrifying, the point of learning about this False Messiah is not solely for amazement. Perhaps 
instead, such information should serve as a warning from which we prepare ourselves and our 
children in belief, statement, and action for the overwhelming day on which this deceiver will 
emerge. The prophet ( j <uk> A I Ju* ) said, mentioning the Dajjal: 


0 £ .. ' ' ' \ \ ° ' ° 0 £ It 23 ' 0 £ * J* ^ 

{ jr^J J I A-> lij < I J t L^_> jJ(^a I S' jJJs ; (JLo_P % I J Jil) )) 

0 *■' ° * s * . 

8 I ja \ j t A-ygj jj>-j t Ij i 


Hasten to do good deeds before six things happen: the rising of the sun from the 
west, the smoke, the beast from the earth, the Dajjal, the death of each of you 

' 7 

individually, or the comprehensive event (the Day of Resurrection). 


Some of the major signs of the Day of Judgment, if they come, faith and repentance will 
not be accepted at such times. Allah says in the Quran: 

7 Collected by Muslim, Ahmad and it is in Sahih al-Jami ’ of al-Albanl (no. 2810). 
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, S~ 9 Q S S is Q £ '. & S S «/ 0^ ^ , >?■ S Is I * ^ ■* » s ° .S \X 

oL)J ( j^*j ^b jl eiLj ^b jl a£o*>CJI ^-g-Jb* jl Ml jj J lA f 

0 s, O * y Q ' ' * ^ It ^ J* 0 ,, &, ^ 0 ^ ^ ^ ^ 

CU^I L^jLCj ciuj CJu I ^>L> ^ jj : -' ; 

;S 0^ ^ ^ O ss ' O £ 9 O'^ 

^ J 1 cP 


9- * s IS l 


Do they then wait for anything except that the angels should come to them or 
your Lord should come or that there come some of the signs of your Lord? 
The day some of the signs of your Lord will come, no soul will benefit from 
its faith if it had not believed before or had not earned through its faith some 
good . 8 


Similarly, about this, Abu Hurayrah ( ^ ill ) reported that the prophet ( j 4_1 p M Ju. ) 
said: 


9 . $ $ . jT 9 .o' o ss~o* s o' s 9 s ? s 9 ' s . . 

(Jb>-jJ I \ JlIs jj _<j l-gj I L-~b M f 

^ Os o o £ o ° o o & 9 ' 

{( Hi j*-* o* j' ' y? I gj . Lbj 



ISI 


» 



Three (signs), if they come \no soul will benefit from its faith if it had not 
believed before j? 9 : the Dajjal, the beast, and the rising of the sun from the west. 10 


These signs and warnings become even more serious and frightening once we consider 
the following statement of the prophet ( A I Ju. ): 


1 The Quran, Surah al-Ana’m, 6:158 


Ibid. 

0 Collected by al-Tirmidhl and al-Albanl said it is authentic in Sahih Sunan al-Tirmidhl (no 2456). 
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/ s ° Jt s ss s ' S 0 s' s's's’ 0 S’ ? '.S’ s o ^ ^ * O J» J* 

j ^ ‘ ^y 2 ^- y i l>~ i— ^ y*~ ® 

8 ^llalS I 

As for the emergence of the signs, they will come one after the other following 
immediately in succession like beads of a necklace. 11 

The major signs of the last day closely precede and indicate the Day of Resurrection is 
soon to follow. This particular sign, however - that of the Dajjal, or False Messiah - is 
distinguished from the others. 

All of the other major signs make apparent to an individual the belief in his Lord. The 
sun’s rising from the west, for example, will be evident to every human; whoever sees it rising 
from the west will believe. Similarly, the beast that will speak to people, the coming of Jesus, the 
son of Mary, and the other major signs all call people to believe in their Lord when they happen. 
Not so the Dajjal. He will call people to disbelief. 

What tribulation, what ordeal is worse than a single creature claiming he is our Lord 
while Allah allows miraculous events to occur at his hands, events that will put specific people to 
trial? At the same time he emerges, people will be in dire circumstances: a sky that offers no 
rain, an earth that grows nothing, and extreme hunger and thirst. People will be desperate for a 
savior. Then comes this Dajjal changing everything. 

Though he is blind, he will also blind the hearts of people, deceiving them with his claims 
when they see rain fall and food in abundance at his command. What greater test than to witness 

11 Collected by al-Tabaranl in al-Awsat and it is in al-Albanl’s Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Sahihah (no. 3210). 


Page 7 of 80 



THE 


Dajjal 

KNOWING THE FALSE MESSIAH 

everything you own of food and livestock die if you disbeliever in him? Or you witness the skies 
rain on the earth so that it produces vegetation and your livestock becomes healthy and fat if you 
believe in him? 

So how do we protect ourselves? If Allah puts you to trial with this man, then stay firm 
on your disbelief in him and your denial of him. Save yourself and do not believe anything he 
says. 


Never forget: you will never see your Lord, Allah, until you die. So anyone who comes in 
this life claiming to be your Lord while you see him, he is a liar, a Dajjal. 

Do not forget that this Dajjal you see is blind (in one or both eyes) and a deceiver, but 
your Lord is not like that. Allah is the true Lord, described only with the highest descriptions of 
perfection and greatness. 

So beware of the Dajjal so you may be saved from him. If the affair of this greatest 
tribulation is such, then knowing the Dajjal is essential. Know him through the statements of the 
last messenger of Allah, Muhammad ( «_!* ill ) as he describes the Dajjal. For no one 

truly knows, perhaps you or your children will meet him. 
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Signs Before the Dajjal Will Appear 


The Arabs will be Few 


Imam Muslim collected a hadith from Umm Shurayk ( U_p A I ) in which she heard 

the prophet ( Jl- aAs> M Jl? ) saying: 


® JL^J I ^3 (JU>-dJ I qA I (j ® 


People will flee from the Dajjal into the mountains. 


Umm Shuraky asked, “Messenger of Allah, where will Arabs be at that time?” He ( Alp ill Ju> 
jJl- j ) replied: 


« Jui3 pi » 

They will be few. 12 

Severe Fighting & the Conquest of Constantinople 

Abu Dawud and Ahmad collected a hadith narrated from Mu’adh Ibn Jabal ( ill ) 
in which Allah’s messenger ( j *As> ill Ju> ) said: 


12 Collected by Muslim, Ahmad, and al-Tirmidhi 
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( AoJ>t_LoJ I jS>- j!L>_ I 1 j£j L_ J I JjLoJ I 0-0 0 I j-Q-f- ^ 

s s « -* - a 

8 (JlkjJ I ^>- 

1 T 

The construction of Bayt al-Maqdis will lead to the destruction of Yathrib 
(Madina), the destruction of Yathrib will lead to severe fighting, severe fighting 
will lead to the conquest of Constantinople, and the conquest of Constantinople 
will lead to the arrival of the Dajjal. 14 


** O' o 

A . . h: \o .. . a I | 


i 




kk 




o ^ ^ x 


cf 5 


CJr~3 


al-Munawi explains in Fayd al-Qadir, “The chosen one (Muhammad j <l!p ill Ju> ) made each 
one of them (a sign) indicating what is to come after it.” 15 


Several Conquests 


Muslim collected a hadlth from Jabir Ibn Samurah who narrated from Nafi’ Ibn ‘Utbah 
( L-sap ill ) who said: I memorized from him (the prophet j aAs> ill ) four things he said 
that I can count on my fingers: 


9 o s $ 9 9 


ijj ykj t kJ I Lgj>tks 3 ( kJ I Lgjkjj-s 3 j *. J I 0 

9 * 9 9 s° s' s $ $ s 9 0s $9 9 01 s 9 S° s' s & 

«kJ1 JU-jJ I (jj jJu t 4_U I Lgj>tks3 ^ j jJ I 


You will fight against the Arabian Peninsula and Allah will open it for you 
(allowing you to conquer it), then Persia and Allah will open it. Then you will 


13 Interestingly, Jewish eschatology holds that a sign of their awaited Messiah (Hebrew: mashiah, mashiach ) is the 
reconstruction of the Third Temple, or Ezekiel’s Temple (Beit ha Mikdash ) in Jerusalem. Today, the al-Aqsa 
Mosque and the Dome of the Rock sit on top of the Temple Mount. ( Secrets of Jerusalem's Temple Mount , 
Kathleen Ritmeyer, 1998) 

14 Collected by Abu Dawud and Ahmad and al-Albanl says it is hasan in Sahih Sunan AbT Dawiid (no. 3609) 

15 Fayd al-Qadir , (4/360-361) 
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fight against Rome and Allah will open it. Then you will fight the Dajjal and 
Allah will allow you to conquer him. 

Natl’ then said to Jabir, “We used not to think the Dajjal would appear until after Rome is 
conquered.” 16 

Drought & Famine 


Ibn Majah collected from Abu Umamah al-Bahili ( ill ) that the messenger of 
Allah ( j aAs> ill Ju> ) said in a long hadlth: 


jX J* y y 0 y s s s s '*'*'*» 2 2 S . o' * s 

Lg^J ^LJI 4 bl_LJi O I j JU-jJl jF- ® 

\ ' 0 ' £ \ if, t, . ^ - * . •* * . » •* 2 - * 

j^bj i LA ya-a cb-b ijl I «-bo_**J I 4JJ I j^>b < -bb-Ji 

? ^ ^ S X c,. £ X ^ ^ 0 ^ 0 £ ^ °f. 

Lb I I £-Low*^*J I ^w*^Lj ^ J 4 U ^ Lj v - — b ^ yv***^cj 0 ^ 0 ' 

I yi «.bo_<*J I j-^b 4 LgbLb ^Lb ' j-^bj 4 La ^ la^3 ^Lb 

>** ° A ' .°t u ” s " t' i - * \ It i' * 0 < -rti ft i 

<dS LgbLb ^j*yxl2 * ' j-^bj 4 o jJiLS jjgJ) *X3 4_LS” La ^1a>3 ^j~yxl2 4bj Uj I 

® 4_U I s-lli Cj 'yi 4 CI-Jn-La 'yi 4_a_U? Cb>lb ^iLb *^A-9 4 s-\ j ■ Cb-Jb* *>\3 


. . .and before the Dajjal arrives, there will be three years of hardship during which 
people will suffer extreme hunger. Allah will command the sky in the first year to 
withhold one-third of its rain, and he will command the earth to withhold one- 
third of its vegetation. Then he will command the sky in the second year and it 
will withhold two-thirds of its rain, and he will command the earth and it will 


16 Collected by Muslim, Ahmad, and Ibn Majah 
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withhold two-thirds of its vegetation. Allah will then command the sky and it will 
withhold all of its rain so that not a single drop will fall. And he will command the 
earth and it will withhold all of its vegetation and not a single green plant will 
grow. Any hoofed animal remaining at that time will die, except for what Allah 
wills otherwise. 


It was asked, “How will people live at such time?” He ( jJl- j Jal Ju> ) answered: 


^ O/O 0 y £ u ^ / u ^ ^ ^ . y / u .W 

(( I ol 4 I J i 

al-TahlTl , al-Takbir , and al-Tahmid. Those will replace food for them. 


0 SL 0 V s ? ** , ^ J* 0 5* 


17 



Collected by Ibn Majah, Ibn Khuzaymah, and al-Hakim, and it is in Sahih al-Jami’ al-Saghir wa Ziyadatuh 
of al-Albanl (no. 7875). As for the meanings of al-Tahlll, al-Takbir, and al-Tahmid: 

al-Tahlll: The saying of “Ld illdha illa-Alldh ” (Nothing has the right to be worshipped except Allah.) 


al-Takbir: The saying of “Allahu Akbar” (Allah is the greatest.) 

al-Tahmid: The saying of “al-hamdulilldh ” (All praise and thanks are for Allah.) 
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Where the Dajjal Will Appear 


al-Timidhi collected a hadith from Abu Bakr al-Siddiq ( alp A I ) who said: Allah’s 

messenger ( j aJp M Ju. ) told us that: 


2 * S Z 9 9 ,0, 9 


o £ o 9 9 o s . a a 


els' i (Jliij i (_j j^LoJL ^?jl *_) I 

••••A ' ?, V " ?, 0 ' ' A 

(( 43 ji3 -o. ) I I 


— 1 R 

The Dajjal will appear from a land in the East said to be called: Khorasan. There 


will follow him people with faces like hammered shields. 


19 


Also, in the hadith of Fatimah Bint Qays ( U_p M ), the prophet ( j a_1p Ju> ) 


said: 


{j* i j.* j-A< J I Jl^ J, 'y t I jj>tj j l ^ulS I j_>tj ^3 <e I *yi )) 

s ? s o ^ ° ^0 ^ >1 ,, . o ° ^ 

® jA La I La I 

He is in the Sea of Sham or the Sea of Yemen. No, rather he is in the East, he is in 

the East, he is in the East. 


Fatimah Bint Qays then said, “And he gestured with his hand toward the East. 


,20 


18 Khorasan is “a historical region and realm comprising a vast territory now lying in northeastern Iran, southern 
Turkmenistan, and northern Afghanistan.” Encyclopedia Britannica. 

19 Collected by al-Tirmidhl, Ahmad, al-Hakim, and Ibn Majah, and al-Albanl said it is authentic in Sahih Sunan al- 
TirmidhT (no. 1824). 

20 Collected by Muslim 
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Perhaps the first place news of him will become known, however, may be between al- 
Sham " and Iraq, and Allah knows best. Imam Muslim collected a long hadlth from al- 
Nawwas Ibn Sam’an ( dil ) in which the prophet ( Jl - 3 <ulp dil ) said: 


* y. s s y. t s s s' s 0 s ' °«" ^ ^ 2 & 

® 'yLo-Ji djlpj (31 I j ^>LdJ I J 


. . .He comes from a path between al-Sham and Iraq, wreaking havoc right and 


left. 


22 



21 al-Sham includes parts of Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, and Jordan. 

22 Collected by Muslim 
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The Dajjal’s Physical Features 


One-Eyed, Blind in the Other 

Imam Muslim collected a hadlth from Hudhayfah ( as. ill ) who narrated that Allah’s 
messenger ( JL j *As> ill Ju. ) said: 

'' *.*' * ' ' ' S . t •' t| * ' 0 •*» “-'ll A ^ o £ ^ S $ 

t 4 Jj>- ojIls t ju j 4 Jj>- I JLL>- 1 * /»£■*-) * j 1 I 9 

® ju 

The Dajjal is one-eyed, his left eye, and very hairy. He will have with him a 
paradise and a fire, but his fire is actually a paradise and his paradise actually a 
fire . 23 


al-Bukharl and Muslim both collected a hadlth from ‘Abullah Ibn ‘Amr ( U 4 LP A >1 ) in 

which the messenger of Allah ( aAs> ill Ju? ) mentioned al-Masih al-Dajjal (the Dajjal 
Messiah) then said: 


Olj » I oJ-u jCil j ® j j-f'C 4_U I Cl < M 4_U I el ® 

® al*p els' t I I j 1 JUrJJ I I 


Certainly, Allah does not conceal things from you; Allah is surely not one-eyed, 
blind. (The prophet then pointed to his eye.) And the Dajjal Messiah is indeed 

24 

one-eyed, his right eye, his eye resembling a floating grape.' 


23 Collected by Muslim, Ahmad, and Ibn Majah 
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al-Bukhan and Muslim also collected from Ibn ‘Amr that the prophet ( j *As> ill ) said: 


9 yOy <M yO * Oy S # S .j* / / O j ^ O’ ^ l« 

4J^P (jlS" i I I J j-t’l I d)|j j I i j j-plj I j! 9 

Lo c j^45' ^ol bis 4 ^liil ^ <L*io! JlLp aJlJJ! < iilb ^Lip 

« f d V , A - a, a, s a, **S> * O s . - t> . °t ° ^ 

4_~olj jjg i? ) t I Jt^-J < 4_^*5w3 ‘WoJ jrJzj t (JL>- jJ I ^Ol 
; cJJls t c-JL L_i jJaj 1 o- g * - » j-Aj ^Lp 4->Jb 4 

X , X fl 

' ' 4 o s 9s s s 9 s 9 Oc/ 5 j 9 s sO s 9 0 9 . \ c± 0 ' 

< [jgjai i I_L*J>- os-ljj Clolj ^_> t j>3 ^^Jkl ! I jJliii : ljj& ^y> 

o s sOs ' s Os s # s ' ' o ? 0 is Os s° (.' sO Os . s s O £ 

^S^Ji ^J-P 1 l^.s iv — U jj (j"° t I ^^*-1 I JJ-pl 


* . » » , , .* 


<jL>-jJ I I ! I jJliii ? I jj& ( j~a '. ClJjj3 i cl^JL c_i ijJaj 


Allah is certainly not one-eyed, but the Dajjal Messiah is one-eyed, his right eye, 
as if his eye is a floating grape. I was shown in a dream one night that near the 
Ka ’bah there was a reddish-brown-complexioned man from the best looking men. 
His hair fell between his shoulders and it was anointed with water trickling down 
from his head. He had his hands placed on the shoulders of two other individuals 
so that he was between them, circling the house (Ka ’bah). I asked, “Who is this?” 
They said, “The Messiah, the son of Mary.” I then saw a man behind him with 
very curly hair and blind in his right eye. Of those I have seen, Ibn Qatan most 
closely resembles him. He too had his hands on the shoulders of two others, 
circling the house. I asked, “Who is this?” They replied, “The Dajjal Messiah.”" 


24 Collected by al-Bukhari and Muslim 

25 Collected by al-Bukhari and Muslim 
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In another hadlth collected by both al-Bukharl and Muslim from Abu Hurayrah ( ill 
alp ), the messenger of Allah ( J— j 4 As> ill ) said: 


t j j-P i 4 j | : O 4j Lo JL>-Ju I ^j-P uj Jj>- *X>"I j I ® 

£ ^ )! J ^ ^ & s ° ,,35 J* ^ ^ ^ i ,, tS,, 0 ,, ?■ s s ^ S l & S 

^ l^j t jbJ I ^A 4Jj>tJ I Lg-J I J jJL li t jbJ l^j 41>tJ ^ (JujC 4-*_a s-^Pr - i 4j 

* , o ^ ,« .* , O £ , ° ^ . 0 £ 

(<4^3 J_j 4j J-Lj I l^S" ^_S"jdJ I 


Shall I tell you a statement about the Dajjal that no other prophet before me told 
his people? He is indeed one-eyed (blind in one). And he will come with what 
appears to be paradise and fire. What he says is paradise is actually the fire. I am 
warning you about him similar to how Noah warned his people. 26 


In a similar narration, Ibn ‘Umar ( alp A I ) said: Allah’s messenger ( jJl. j aJlp ill ) stood 

up among the people, praised Allah as he deserves, then mentioned the Dajjal and said: 


i jSj J t 4_a j3 jJJ I _LaJ t 4_a j_S ajJJ I jl Laj i ojszSjJLjy I # 

, A '1 U >^3 J / / p/ “ (| ^ ' I / ° t \|°C 0 A . * £ 

4JJ I (jlj i jj-fd 4-i I (j j-o_L*J < 4 _ojJL) 4_l_aj jyJ J j- 2 jt->J (Jj-Sl 

, , ° i 

(( j j^Lj 


I warn you about him just as every other prophet warned his people about him; 
Noah warned his people about him. But I will tell you a statement about him that 
no other prophet told his people: You must know that he is one-eyed (blind in 

27 

one) and surely Allah is not one-eyed.“ 


26 Collected by al-Bukhari and Muslim 

27 Collected by al-Bukharl, Muslim, Abu Dawud, and al-Tirmidhl 
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Is the Dajjal blind in his right eye or his left? Authentic hadlth like those mentioned 
above have been reported that he is blind in his right eye and others mention his left eye, thus 
perhaps presenting a problem for us. Ibn Hajar al-Asqalanl reported in Falh al-Bari, his 
explanation Sahlh al-Bukharl, a number of statements of scholars regarding this issue. Their 
positions are summarized below. 

• The hadlth stating the Dajjal is blind in his right eye are collected by both al-Bukharl and 
Muslim, giving these particular narrations a higher degree of authenticity over those 
collected by Muslim alone and others. For this reason, precedence is given to the 
narrations collectively agreed upon to be of the highest authenticity by both al-Bukharl 
and Muslim over other narrations that may only be collected by one of them or in other 
collections. Ibn ‘Abdul-Barr also suggested this precedence. 

• The chains of narrators stating both the right and left eye are authentic. So both of the 
Dajjal’ s eyes are defective. One of them is defective to the point where it is no longer 
bright and has lost some perception; the other is protruding. al-Qadl ‘Iyyad is of this 
position and al-NawawI agreed, saying, “That (position), to conclude, is sound and 
good.” al-Qurtubl also agrees with this. 

• The Dajjal’s right eye is protruding (like a floating grape) while the left is partially 
covered by the eyelid. It is acceptable to say both are defective which does not contradict 
one being totally blind and the other protruding. So the eye that has lost its vision is the 
one partially covered by the eyelid, and the defective one in which some vision still 
remains is his protruding eye. Ibn Hajar himself leans toward this position. 

28 Fath al-Bari ( 3 / 97 - 98 ) 
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One of His Eyes is Green like Glass 

Ubayy Ibn Ka’b ( alp A I ) said that the prophet ( Lip Al Ju> ) mentioned the 
Dajjal with him and said: 


p I J ■>- ® 


His eye is green like glass. 


29 


Written Between His Eyes is: ji IS (Kafir) “Disbeliever” 


al-Bukhan and Muslim collect a hadith reported by Anas ( alp ill ) that the prophet 
( dil ) said: 


jt_>o j tjlj < j j-f-l 4j I y I < I j S I 4Lol jjj I AS j }( I Lo 

, ( 0 ^ 0 ^ , o, # ! ‘° / y' ' ' ' 0 * 


£ . ^ o£ 0 


There was no prophet except that he warned his nation about the one-eyed liar. He 
is indeed one-eyed (blind in one) and surely your Lord is not one-eyed. Written 
between his two eyes is: j c_s i) ( ka fa ra ). 


29 Collected by Ahmad and Abu Na’im and al-Albam says it is authentic in al-Silsilah al-Sahihah (no. 1863) 

30 Collected by al-Bukharl and Muslim, and that is the text in Muslim. As for the wording of al-Bukharl: 


0,0, 



/> Oy S y y y 0 £ y 0^0 ^ " I y.C ' *1 A* . . ^ 0 £ . . * P-* C -- Pi ° C y . . » • 

cl)lj i J A-SsJj 1 y I i l^lwOO I J J_P i I jJu I il 

* M " >« *°^y 

® * jZSsjO 


L » 
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In a similar hadlth collected by Muslim, Ibn Shihab adds: ‘Umar Ibn Thabit al-Ansarl said some 
of the companions reported that Allah’s messenger ( j <lJp ill Jl^ ) said on the day he was 
warning people about the Dajjal: 

< r ®3 y*- ^ ^ 4 ® j ^ cy ® j y*. 1 yy • yy <y^. ^ i ® 

^ s 5 V O *0 * , i , , O ' ’ * * L , ' 

® cj j-oj y>- y& 4j j p-Swj Jj>-I ( vjJ aJ I I j^-Lu ; Jlij 

Written between his two eyes is: >15 ( kafir - “disbeliever”). Whoever hates his 
actions will be able to read it, or every believer will be able to read it. Know that 

# # a i 

not a single one among you will ever see his Lord ( Jp-j yp ) until he dies. 

Also in Sahlh Muslim, Hudhayfah Ibn al-Yaman ( alp Al ) narrated that the prophet ( ill Ju> 
jJl- j ULp ) said: 


# ' 0^0^ 0^ & 0 ^ P o's o,, >to>to^^ SS5 S 

( >15 yS^a t Aia^Lp s jji ig »£• I j-w-o-p I ® 

(< ^^5 «j yV. 

And the Dajjal has one eye partially covered by a thick eyelid. Written between 
his two eyes is: ( kafir - “disbeliever”). Every believer will be able to read it, 

literate or illiterate. 


No prophet was sent except that he warned his nation about the one-eyed liar. He is indeed one- 
eyed and your Lord is certainly not one-eyed. Written between his two eyes is: 3S ( kafir - 


“disbeliever”). 

31 Collected by Muslim 

32 Collected by Muslim, Ahmad, and Abu Dawud. 
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The wording in the hadlth that states, “Written between his two eyes is: jilS" ( kafir - 
‘disbeliever’)” has come in many narrations, unanimously reported through many chains of 
narrators (i.e. they are mutawatir), from many companions including: Anas, Abu Bakrah, 
Mua’dh, Abu Umamah, Jabir, and Asma Bint ‘Umays ( dil j ). Yet some may still ask, 
“How will a Muslim who does not know how to read be able to read what is written between the 
Dajjal’s eyes? Is the word actually and literally written there?” Ibn Hajar answers this in Fath al- 
Barr. 


His statement, “Every believer, literate or illiterate, will be able to read it,” informs about 
something that is real and actual. This is because Allah creates the perception within a 
worshipper’s sight however he wants, whenever he wants. This will be something a 
believer will perceive without his sight (alone) even if he cannot read or write. And a 
disbeliever will be unable to see it even if he can read and write just as a believer may see 
proofs with his eyes and perception that a disbeliever cannot realize. So Allah will create 
for a believer such perception without having ever learned. . . 

And his statement, “Whoever hates his actions will be able to read it,” is understood to 
mean the believers in general, and it could even mean only some of them - those whose 
faith is strong. 

And Ibn Hajar continues: 

And his statement, “Every believer, literate or illiterate, will be able to read it,” does not 
necessitate that the writing is not real and actual. Rather, Allah is capable of giving an 
illiterate (believer) the knowledge of perception so that he can read it, even if he had 
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never before known how to read or write. It is as if there is a subtle secret in that both 
literate and illiterate (believers) will be able to read that which is appropriate (for them) 
because all others who see him will only perceive that he is blind (i.e. unable to read 
“disbeliever”) and Allah knows best . 33 


In another wording from Muslim, the prophet ( j *As> dil ) said: 


a * & * i * .1' °'°' ' 

( JlS” sj jjL i j tj ! i — ■> 


. . .Written between his two eyes is: 15" ( kafir - “disbeliever”). Then spelled 
them (the letters) out: jU (kii fa ra). Every Muslim will be able to read it. 34 


al-Nawawt says explaining this hadith in his explanation of Sahih Muslim: 


In other narrations, the wording is, “Every believer, literate or illiterate, will be able to 
read it.” What is correct is what the scholars (who study narrations) hold in that this 
writing is taken on its apparent meaning - that it is real. It is real, literal writing which 
Allah makes as one of the clearly convincing signs of his (the Dajjal’s) disbelief, his 
deceit and falsehood. Allah ( JW ) will make this plain to every Muslim, literate or 
illiterate, and he will conceal it from anyone for whom he wishes distress and 
tribulations. There is nothing that contradicts that (apparent, real meaning). al-Qadl 
mentions other statements contrary to this understanding. While some said it is actual 
writing as we have stated, others said it is metaphorical and symbolic of his speech. They 


33 Fath al-Bari (13/100) 

34 Collected by Muslim 
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use this same statement as their proof, “Every believer, literate or illiterate, will be able to 
read it,” but this is a weak understanding. 33 


He is Huge 

Imam Ahmad collected from Ibn ‘Abbas ( U 4 LP ill ) that Allah’s messenger ( M 
j ) saw the Dajjal. When asked about him, he ( j *As> Al Ju? ) and said: 


^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ \ 0 ' 

® uL>tj& I LJLoJ-ji odj ® 

I saw him having a huge, bloated body. 


Also, in the long hadlth in Sahih Muslim in which the prophet ( aA* ill ) 
described TamTm al-Darl’s meeting with the Dajjal, he ( J— j a As> ill ) said (narrating Tamim 

al-Darl’s story): 


*• * t <" 0 * \ Q i „ < \ ^ otf ' . ' ' ' 1 ' 'll ° t ' ' 

(( Jai alolj A^Jb lili jj. JJ I LlL>0 (_ 5 ^ >_ j?* ! <Jl i 8 


He (Tamim al-Dari) continued: We quickly left until we entered the abandoned 

monastery, and behold, we found in it the most enormous man we had ever 

37 

seen. 


He is Short, Curly-Haired, & Pigeon-Toed 


35 Shark al-Nawawi ‘aid Muslim fm* loj JUjJI jS's i_jL / ipLJl S>\ yd j Jtill 1 jLlS") 

36 Collected by Ahmad and al-Albani said its chain of narrators is Hasan in his comments of another (weak) hadlth 
in al-Silsilah al-Daifah (no. 1968). 

37 Collected by Muslim 


Page 23 of 80 



THE 


Dajjal 

KNOWING THE FALSE MESSIAH 

‘Ubadah Ibn al-Samit ( alp Al ) reported that the prophet ( 3 <Ap Al Ju> ) said: 


y * O ^ U £ ^ ' . * * . O ^ u /■ u * s u 

jl t I jJJLso 2 A I AA~Aj>- ^A>- 4 uL>-AJ I a_XXjJj>- Ai ^jI ^ 

... -- “-"l •* 0 * \ ' •* 0 £ # ° s ? s °t >* o ' ^ s s 

a!L> Ia j y^ I a*j>- ^zs>^s I i Je>-j (JL>aJ 1 

s s ° i „ O' 0 * £ “•» 'To ' 0 A°T ^ ^ j * o ' , , 0 , 

® j jy_$o j A I I ^j-q-LpLj jy_Sv^Ap I (ji-i 4 *■* *_> 


I have surely informed you about the Dajjal so much that I feared you would not 

oo 

comprehend (it all). The Dajjal Messiah is a short man, pigeon-toed, with 
twisted, curly hair. He is one-eyed - one eye with the edge of its eyelid not clearly 
distinguished, neither bulging nor sunken. If you become confused about him then 

TQ 

know that your Lord is not one-eyed. 


He is White with a Large, Very Round Head 


Ibn ‘Abbas ( alp A I ) said that the messenger of Allah ( j aAp A I ) mentioned 
the Dajjal and described him as: 


. .. ° * * t ( I'Sl'*'' 0 .' •• t ' £ •' ^ £^ * £ ' ' » £ * . f ' “ £ 

(_ * Aoo I AAol t ALv^l A~u I j A IS i j-AjI 4 Ae>t-A t j jS - 1 ® 

a i , o' ' - „ „„ o * 3 - S' ° * ' „ a - 

® jj.pL) — j .iJjllj — Ali 4 dl-LgJ I cLLLa Lali 


S. 2 y S.y $ ^ y 0 £ ^ 


^ ^ 0 £ 


One-eyed (blind in the other), white, as if his head is large and very round. 40 The 


one who most resembles him among people is ‘Abdul- ‘Uzza Ibn Qatan. 41 When 


38 The Arabic word used here, (afliaj), is someone whose feet point inwards, his ankles far apart, and the 
middle of his legs spread out. ( Lisan al- ‘Arab) 

39 Collected by Abu Dawud and Ahmad, and al-Albanl says it is authentic in Sahlh Sunan AbTDawiid (no. 3630) 

40 The Arabic word used to describe his head, aJL*sI ( asalah ), is explained as being large and very round in Lisan al- 
‘Arab. However, commenting on the hadlth in al-Silsilah al-Sahihah (no. 1193), al-Albanl said, “It is said it is a 
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people become destroyed (by his deceit), then (know that) your Lord ( JL ; } 4,L; ) 
is not one-eyed. 42 

Commenting on this hadlth in al-Silsilah al-Sahihah, al- Alban! says: 

The hadlth is explicit in that the greater Dajjal is a human being. He has human 
descriptions especially since he (the prophet jJ — j ill Jl^>) compared him to ‘Abdul- 
‘Uzza Ibn Qatan. 

He continued: 

The hadlth is one of the many evidences proving the falsehood of some people who 
misinterpret the Dajjal, claiming he is not actually a man. They say it is symbolic 
representing European culture, its influence and temptations. But the Dajjal is actually a 
man and his tribulations are much greater than that just as the authentic hadlth 
collectively indicate and support. We seek protection with Allah from him. 43 



large, yet short snake, and the Arabs used to compare someone’s small head that moves frequently with that of a 
snake as is mentioned in al-Nihdyah.” 

41 Ibn Qatan was a man from Bani al-Mustaliq from Khuza’ah. al-Zuhrl said he died in the pre-Islamic period of 
ignorance. Fath al-Bdri (13/98) 

42 Collected by Ahmad and Ibn Hibban, and al-Albanl says it is authentic in al-Silsilah al-Sahihah (no. 1 193) 

43 al-Silsilah al-Sahihah (vol. 3, no. 1193) 


Page 25 of 80 




THE 


Dajjal 

KNOWING THE FALSE MESSIAH 

The Dajjal will Have No Children 


Ahmad collected a hadith in which Abu Sa’id al-Khudn ( alp A I ) reported that the 
messenger of Allah ( Jl- <u!p M Jl? ) said: 


« % a£A\ ^)ijb % c aJ jj ^ V [jU-jJ I » 

The Dajjal will have no children, and he will not enter Medina or Mecca. 


44 



44 Collected by Ahmad and it is in Sahih al-Jami ’ of al-Albam 
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The Dajjal’s Travels Throughout the Earth 


In a long hadlth collected by Imam Muslim from al-Nawwas Ibn Sam’an ( ^ dil ), 
the prophet ( JL j aJp dil Jo ) was asked, “Messenger of Allah, and what about (the speed of) his 
travels throughout the earth?” He ( j oL ) answered: 


9 ■a . 9 o s sO o. 0 

® ?cj jJ I 4 j (S'... ® 

. . .Like the rain driven by the wind. 45 


The Dajjal, however, will be unable to enter Mecca or Medina as the prophet ( *Ac- ill 
jJl- j ) said: 


ya t ibJuJl j 'yi I ejJaEo *yi J_L> 9 

- £ ' ,<> £ t' ' s l ' -° ■» * ° - - * - ' t VI ■* 

L^JjSsL) 4 o-LqJ I i Os>- y i lg_> j—o JyJw? ^iSvj I Off- j(I c_oJj 

,, ' $ * 9 ^ . 9 0 9 ' ' , , 

jAS JlS” aJJ I i 


« L 


There is no land the Dajjal will not enter except Mecca and Medina. There is not a 
single path leading to them except that there are angels in rows guarding them. 
Medina will then be shaken by three earthquakes whereby Allah will remove 
every disbeliever and hypocrite (from Medina). 46 



45 Collected by Muslim 

46 Collected by al-Bukharl and Muslim 
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The Length of The Dajjal’s Stay on Earth 


In the well-known hadlth in Sahih Muslim , al-Nawwas Ibn Sam’an ( alp Al ) said: We 
asked, “Messenger of Allah, and how long will he remain on earth?” He ( jJ—j 4_!p ill Ju> ) 
answered: 




I t 4_scoJ>t5" ^ t j ^ A S ^ t 41^5" 0 jjo jl ... ® 

O A *£' 

« 


. .Forty days: one day as long as a year, one day as long as a month, one day as 
long as a week, and the remainder of his days will be like your normal days. 


We further asked, “Messenger of Allah, the day which is as long as a year, will the prayers of a 
single day (i.e. five) be enough for us during that day?” He said: 


Is o ' f ' o 19. 


® oj_Ls <c! ijjjii » 


No, calculate during it its proper amount (of prayers). 


47 


Explaining these forty days mentioned in the hadlth, Imam al-Nawawi says: 


The scholars say that this hadlth is to be understood upon its apparent, literal meaning in 
that the (first) three days will be as long as is mentioned in the hadlth. And his statement, 


47 Collected by Muslim 
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“and the remainder of his days will be like your normal days” indicates this (literal 
meaning). 

And about the statement, “No, calculate during it its proper amount,” al-NawawI continues: 

After the time of the morning prayer, when there has passed the length of time between it 
and the afternoon prayer like every other day, then pray the afternoon prayer. Then when 
the length of time from then until the late afternoon prayer normally passes, pray the late 
afternoon prayer. And from then, when the (typical) length of time until sunset has 
passed, then pray the sunset prayer and likewise the night prayer, then the morning 

48 

prayer... 



4S Sahih Muslim biSharh al-Nawawi (18/65-66) 


Page 29 of 80 



> >• 


THE 


Dajjal 

KNOWING THE FALSE MESSIAH 

Has Anyone Seen the Dajjal? 


Yes, several people have actually seen the Dajjal. 


The Messenger of Allah ( ^JL, 3 aAp .Oil ) 


al-Bukhan and Muslim collected a hadith from Ibn ‘Abbas ( ill ) in which the 
prophet ( JLj *As> M ) said: 


0 z. ^ ? O T °C 


4 OS- JU-j 4JL5 Mlji? ^1 *A>-j ^ c A p j ® 

' s ss . s .0 * ^ ^ )!0 / 4 } 0 s * l s s P Olss 

c I j a I ^ t lp jj jA ^y»v-P Cj I 

*)\3 t aLI 4_U I | /ys>ljl ClAjJ (Jb-dJ l^j t jU I duljj i ^ul j] I 

' . O "SO 0 

8 AjULJ ( j-f Aj ^9 (j^-* 


During my night of ascent, I saw Moses, a tall brownish man with curly hair as if 
he were one of the men of the Shanuah (tribe). I also saw Jesus, a man of medium 
height with between red and white complexion and straight hair. And I saw (the 
angel) Malik, the keeper of the fire, and the Dajjal among the signs Allah showed 
me. So do not be in doubt of meeting him . 49 


Imam Ahmad also collected from Ibn ‘Abbas ( U 4 LP Al ) that the prophet ( *As> dil 
) saw the Dajjal with his own eyes, not in a dream. When asked about him, he ( aJa dil 
) and said: 

49 Collected by al-Bukhari and Muslim 


Page 30 of 80 



THE 


Dajjal 

KNOWING THE FALSE MESSIAH 


® uI?l 4 LjLoJ-ji <Cq!j ® 

I saw him having a huge, bloated body. 50 

Tamim al-Dan & His Companions 

In a long hadlth in SahTh Muslim, Fatimah Bint Qays ( U_p ) narrated the following 

story: 


. . .1 hear the called of Allah’s messenger ( j As- ill ) calling for prayer so I 
went to the mosque and prayed with the messenger of Allah ( ^*1-. j As- A Jls ). I 
was in the women’s row right behind the men. After Allah’s messenger ( ill Jss 
jJl- j As - ) finished his prayer, he sat on the pulpit, smiling and said: 

(( I JlS' a J_LJ ® 

Let every person remain in the place he has prayed. 


He then asked: 


« ? 


o o ^ ^ \ ' * 0 

aJ jj jjj* I 


Do you know why I have gathered you all? 


They said, “Allah and his messenger know best.” He then said: 


50 Collected by Ahmad and al-Albani said its chain of narrators is Hasan in his comments of another (weak) hadlth 
in al-Silsilah al-Dalfah (no. 1968). 


Page 31 of 80 



THE 


Dajjal 

KNOWING THE FALSE MESSIAH 


^ ^ J5 £ o ^ 0 K O ^0 ^ X> O "**.,2 0 / / ^ ^ x OJ 

d)^ ^^xJj 4 jJ ^pjJ L* I j ® 

# ^ y ' y t y y £ y y y \° “S-y S S s' S S ' 55 S O y ^ 9 S s' ' # £ . 
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9' O £ $ 9 O y° ? 0 y 9 0 ' O ^ ' ' y y, 9 y O ' O ^ 9 y y y 

\yl jl 4 jPx . Jl ^ I £jll ^ CJH^* 

^ 33 J! °c ^ 9 ' y ' O & O y &y 0 ' » ' ' t 

4 ^y^JLs>^u I C—j ^3 1 ^ ^ 3 I j,~jL>t^ 4 I Cm ^ I ^ ^ 3 O^J c _ s ^ 

>*>* ° ^ ^ * 0 „ ,-*,*'* 'O £ ** , O 9 Oy" 'y y ° ^ y y ' 

0j_O ^jA La jjj_b J jJt^!i Jl j^LS” C-J-aI 4ju .->■ g " - f 1 3 t o Jg>J I I jJj>-J-3 

a . « , . . ^ y ^ . . s „ y , 

^55 . ^ ^ 0 y y y o s_ y O y y s y 0 0 

! IjJli 4 a_^oL^l>-I L> T ! cJliii ? C*Jl b • JJ*iJ • 4 jjJJ I OjiS* ( j^ 

4j li t ^jjJ I ^3 jJ I ljj& ^Jl IjJLUail jiiJ I Qj| ! cJli ? 4^aL^J>tJ I Laj 

^ ^ o y 0 ' * 9 y y'l O $ y S3-J - ^ ^ ., y 0 ^ . O * yy ' 

(j j^j jl Lg-~a lij * a LJ d«-«-~a LJ . JL t (_jl jL I 

L T ° ^ 

(( iJUa^Ji 


By Allah, I did not gather you to advise you, instilling within you hope or fear. 
Rather, I gathered you because Tamlm al-Darl used to be a Christian, but he has 
come to pledge allegiance and accept Islam. He has related to me a narrative that 
is consistent with what I have told you of the Dajjal Messiah. He told me that he 
sailed on a ship with thirty others from (the tribes of) Lakhm and Judham. The 
waves tossed them in the ocean for a month until they approached an island in the 
sea at sunset. They then boarded smaller boats, came to the island, and went 
ashore. They were met by a huge beast with thick, dense hair; they could not tell 
its front from its back because of so much hair. They said, “Woe to you, what are 
you?” It replied, “I am al-Jassasah .” They further asked, “And what is al- 
JassasahT' It said, “Oh people, go to the man in the abandoned monastery, for he 
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is anxious to hear news from you.” When it (the beast) had named a man among 
us, we fled from it, fearing it was a devil. 


. 9 yO$.y y a 9 ' o £ 4 y \ ' i ^ k y . 4 o ' ✓ . 

jsj alblj I /yJg-pl bis < I Ljj>o Lc-I bJLLkjli ! <Jl i ® 
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He (Tamhn al-Darl) continued: We quickly left until we entered the abandoned 
monastery, and behold, we found in it the most enormous man we had ever seen. 
He was severely shackled with both of his hands chained to his neck and iron 
shackles from his knees to his ankles. We said, “Woe to you, what are you?” He 
replied, “You will soon know of me. So tell me who you are.” They answered, 
“We are a people from the Arabs. We were sailing in a ship when the sea 
suddenly began tossing us, the waves tossing and turning us for a month. We then 
headed toward this island of yours, boarded our boats and came ashore. A huge 
beast met us having so much thick hair that its front could not be distinguished 
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from its back. We asked it, ‘Woe to you, what are you?’ and it told us it was al- 
Jassasah. We then asked, ‘And what is al-JassasahV but it only told us, ‘Proceed 
to the man in the monastery as he is anxious to hear your news.’ So we quickly 
came to you, terrified of it, not knowing if it was a devil or not.” 


Oy O y 0 
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He (the shackled man in the monastery) said, “Tell me about the date trees of 


Bays an.” We asked, “What do you want to know about them?” “I am asking you 


about its date palms, do they yield fruit?” he asked. We told him, “Yes.” He then 
said, “Surely, they will soon produce no fruit.” He said, “Tell me about Lake 


Tiberius.” We again asked, “What do you want to know about it?” He asked, “Is 
there water in it?” and we answered, “There is plenty of water in it.” He then said, 


“Surely, its water will soon be gone.” He further said, “Tell me about the spring 
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of Zughar (in al-Sham ).” They said, “What do you want to know about it?” He 
said, “Does it have water and do its people irrigate their land with its spring 
water?” We answered, “Yes, it has plenty of water and the people irrigate with its 
water.” The man then asked, “Tell me about the prophet of the illiterate people, 
what has he done?” We responded, “He has left Mecca and settled in Yathrib 
(Medina).” He further asked, “Have the Arabs fought against him?” We said, 
“Yes.” “How has he dealt with them?” So we told him that he has prevailed over 
the neighboring Arabs and they have now obeyed him. He asked, “Has it actually 
happened?” and we answered, “Yes.” He then said, “It is certainly better for them 
to obey him.” 


' ° t • " v I, t-" 0 « <• , 0 £ t £' s * ° (' * •*. 

H ^.j 3 ‘ cf? Jy ^^ 3 ‘ gj ^ 3 ‘ /■' 
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He (the man) continued, “I will now tell you about myself. I am the Messiah. 51 
Soon I will be allowed to leave. I will then emerge and travel throughout the earth 
for forty days, leaving not a single village except that I will enter it with the 
exception of Mecca and Taybah (Medina) for they are both forbidden for me. 
Each time I try to enter either of them, an angel will confront me with an 


51 In the shorter version of the narration collected by al-Tirmidhi, when asked, “Who are you?” he explicitly replied, 
“1 am the Dajjal.” See al-AlbanT’s Sahih Sunan al-Tirmidhi (no. 1837). 
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unsheathed sword in his hand, preventing me from entering. And there is upon 
every path leading to them angels guarding them.” 


Fatimah Bint Qays ( U_p ill ) continued: Allah’s messenger ( «_Lp ill ) then said, 
striking the pulpit with his staff: 






This is Taybah, this is Taybah, this is Taybah (meaning Medina). Have I not told 

you similar to that? 


The people answered him, “Yes.” 


o t 35 

4JL5 )) 
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The story of Tamlm has delighted me as it coincides with what I have told you 
about him (the Dajjal) and about Medina and Mecca. He is in the Sea of al-Sham 
or the Sea of Yemen. No, rather he is in the East, he is in the East, he is in the 
East. 
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“He then pointed toward the East.” She (Fatimah Bint Qays) concluded, “I memorized this from 
the messenger of Allah ( j <u!p hi I ).” 



52 Collected by Muslim 
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The Dajjal’s Tribulations 


He Will Have What Seems to be a Paradise & a Fire 


In the hadith of Abu Umamah al-Bahili ( alp ill ) collected by Ibn Majah and others, 
the messenger of Allah ( j aAs> ill ) said about the Dajjal: 

i ojUo ^ll>l ^3 t ju c 4Jj>- ajLLJ t ljuj l)I SFF Cj~? D ® 

I I 

. . .And surely from his tribulations is that he will have with him a paradise and a 
fire, but his fire is actually a paradise and his paradise is actually a fire. So 
whoever is tested with his fire, let him seek help from Allah and recite the 
opening verses of (Surah) al-Kahf. 53 



0 o J 3 Q fl o„ 

1 yiJ j < 4_UL> ,i ,i . 1 ^ 


Hudhayfah Ibn al-Yaman ( alp Al ) also narrated that the prophet ( jJl- j Up Al JL*> ) said: 
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M °' 0 ' ' * 0 * a *.' H. ° i'. F'-'u ' °'\ ' t * 0 * 0 ' " t| s s t 

OJ jl&J < j2)\S S ySJO * 7~ JL>-jJ I 

O' - ' O, i > 

® Jo ^Pj C_ J15 cP 


53 Collected by Ibn Majah, al-Hakim, and Ibn Khuzaymah, and it is in al-Albam’s Sahih al-Jami’ (no. 7875). 
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I know what the Dajjal will have with him even more than he knows himself. He 
will have two flowing rivers. One will appear like clear water, the other like a 
blazing fire. If someone encounters them, then he should go to the river which 
appears like a fire, close his eyes, lower his head, and drink from it for it is cool 
water. And the Dajjal has one eye partially covered by a thick eyelid. Written 
between his two eyes is: jilS” ( kafir - “disbeliever”). Every believer will be able 
to read it, literate or illiterate. 54 

He Will Have Devils Helping Him Mislead People 

Abu Umamah ( alp Ail ) said that Allah’s messenger ( ^ j aJp ai ) said about the 

Dajjal: 


" . * sk ' u'% ' °£-- e * ' ° c , , «- < O £ O S ' 

i cLLalj iJu i dJJ jl CjIjI ! j&ya jJL> ol 4AA3 Cj? D [_$••• l 

t> i' ° , * j * i ? <• ° - ' * ' d' ° ' p 

i Aalj Aul o j 4J JuL&JLi t ‘ ^ • ciL J i A-g-JL) I 
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® ciL j 4JLi t I Li ! l 


...And surely from his tribulations is that he will ask a Bedouin, “If I resurrect 
your father and mother, would you then testify that I am your lord?” He will 
answer, “Yes.” Two devils will then take the appearance of his father and mother 
and say to him, “My son, follow him for he is surely your Lord.” 55 


He Will Murder an Individual then Bring Him Back to Life 


54 Collected by Muslim, Ahmad, and Abu Dawud. 

55 Collected by Ibn Majah, al-Hakim, and Ibn Khuzaymah, and it is no. 7875 in al-Albanl’s SaliTh al-Jami 
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The Dajjal will kill a young man who refuses to accept the False Messiah as his lord and 
god. The young man will then be brought back to life. Yet, the Dajjal will not do this from his 
own capability because giving life and death is only characteristic of Allah ( JLc j ). It will 
happen only by the permission of Allah, the true Lord and God, as a test for people as some of 
his followers will become more convinced the Dajjal is their lord when they see such 
phenomena. 


In the often-repeated hadith of Abu Umamah ( as- Al ), the prophet ( Jl* j AL- Al Ju> ) 
continued speaking about the Dajjal and said: 


jLAAoJLj La oj t t j * *** > <1)1 aaaj Cf ? <-)]_$•■■ ® 

< Also I t I A* erl ‘ e^-L) l _ 5 L>- 

^ ■* t° L A ■’’T "^t 0 * 1 1 •*•?' I * t s < f 

J ! (J jJL- 3 : ciLj I AJ (J J-AJJ < AJJ I aLsc~-J t .J ~ <1)1 

dij o jwii -LA I J23 La aJJ I j t JU-jJI cL-i I aJJ I jAp C-J I j < aJJ I 



. . .And surely from his tribulations is that he will overpower a single individual so 
that he kills him. He (the Dajjal) will saw the man in half with a saw so that he 
becomes two separate pieces. The Dajjal will then say (to people), “Look at this 
servant of mine. I will resurrect him and he will then still claim he has a lord other 
than me.” So Allah will resurrect the man and the filthy one (the Dajjal) will ask 
him, “Who is your lord?” The man will answer, “My Lord is Allah, and you are 
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the enemy of Allah; you are the Dajjal. By Allah, I have never been more 
convinced about you than I am today.” 56 


al-Bukharl collected a similar hadlth from Abu Sa’Id al-Khudrl ( alp ill ) who said 
that one day the messenger of Allah ( ^ j <ulp Al ) spoke to them at length about the Dajjal. 
He mentioned that the man murdered will come out to the Dajjal from Medina. The prophet 
( j aAs> ill Ju> ) said about him: 


o'. * O 
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A man will come out to him on that day and he will be the best of people (or he 
said) one of the best people. He will say (to the Dajjal), “I testify that you are the 
Dajjal the messenger of Allah ( 3 AA Al Ju> ) told us about in his hadlth.” The 

Dajjal will then say (to the people), “If I kill this (man) and thereafter bring him 
back to life, will you have any doubt about the matter?” They will respond, “No.” 
He will then kill the man and bring him back to life. The man will then tell him, 
“By Allah, I have never been surer about you than I am today.” The Dajjal will 
again try to kill him but he will be unable to do so. 


56 Collected by tbn Majah and it is in al-Albam’s Sahih al-Jami ’ (no. 5051) 

57 Collected by al-Bukharl 
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And in the narration from al-Nawwas Ibn Sam’ an: 

s Os' Os ^ "_/ ,°S . -0 O s' i*t" \* l'° •* * l* ' •* 0 - S £ 
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. . .Then he (Dajjal) will call a young man and strike him with a sword and cut him 
into two straight pieces as if split by an arrow. He will call him again and the 

co 

young man will come to him, his face brightened and smiling. 

He Will Command the Sky to Rain, the Earth to Grow Vegetation 


There occurs in the hadith narrated by al-Nawwas Ibn Sam’an ( alp ill ) the statement 
of the prophet ( ^ j aJa Al Ju> ): 


I jA 1*3 i 4J j Aj (J ^Aj^ 3 i i ^ jji) I 


; or of fa 
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® j* 3 ’** 9 


. . .He (Dajjal) will come to some people, calling them and they will believe in him 
and respond to his call. He will then command the sky and it will rain and the 
earth and it will produce vegetation. 59 


Similar to his other “miracles,” the sky’s rain and the earth’s produce is only by the command of 
Allah. These are yet more trials for people, and some will certainly be deceived by them. 


58 Collected by Muslim, Ahmad, and al-Tirmidhi 

59 Ibid. 
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The Condition of Those Who Disbelieve in Him 

In the hadlth of Abu Umamah ( alp A I ), the prophet ( ^ j aJp <&> I ) mentions: 

A U ‘'l i' •* ' 0 •* ' t, * •* " £ sO t 0 i „ 

^iLj jli t 4_i jj_LX* 3 ^y>tjL) jl ( jA ® 

« cJi* 

. . .And surely from his tribulations is that he will pass a village but its people will 
deny him and disbelieve in him. As a result, every remaining one of their farm 
animals will die. 60 


And in the hadlth of al-Nawwas Ibn Sam’an ( alp ill ): 
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. . .He will then come to some people calling them (to believe in him) but they will 
reject his call. He will leave them in a state of drought, and nothing of their wealth 
will remain in their hands. 61 


The Condition of Those Who Believe in Him 

From the narration of Abu Umamah ( alp ), the prophet ( , aJp ill ) said of 

the Dajjal: 


60 Collected by Ibn Majah and it is in al-Albam’s Sahih al-Jami ’ (no. 5051) 

61 Collected by Muslim, Ahmad, and al-Tirmidhl 
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t (Ji JT 2 ^ ^ I j-«L^ < 4j ^>cJu j**JJ... )) 
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. . .He will pass by a village and its people will believe in him, believing him to be 
true. So he will command the sky to rain and the earth to grow. It will rain and 
produce vegetation so much that their cattle will return that day fatter than they 
ever were, their flanks stretched, and their udders full of milk. 62 


And he ( ^L,j dip A >1 ) said, as narrated by al-Nawwas Ibn Sam’an ( ^ &\ ) in Sahih 

Muslim : 


s-Lo-^J I i <u j ( <U j ^Aj>*ys£ i j-P-di ^ jJD I ^Lp ^jds... ® 
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. . .He (Dajjal) will come to some people, calling them and they will believe in him 
and respond to his call. He will then command the sky and it will rain and the 
earth and it will produce vegetation. Their cattle will return to them, their humps 
higher, their udders full of milk, and their sides fatter. 63 


The Earth Will Yield Its Treasures for Him 


62 Collected by Ibn Majah and it is in al-Albam’s Sahih al-Jami ’ (no. 5875) 

63 Collected by Muslim, Ahmad, and al-Tirmidhl 
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Again, within the hadlth of al-Nawwas Ibn Sam’ an ( ill ) collected by Muslim, the 

messenger of Allah ( j *As> ill Ju> ) said: 


a x- ^ y ^ ° \ " \ \ \i * * '''' 
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.He (Dajjal) will pass by a plantation and say to it, “Bring forth your treasure,’ 


and its treasure will follow him like a swarm of bees. 


64 



64 Ibid. 
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The Dajjal’s False Claim of Lordship 


Ibn al-‘UthaymIn says, “The Dajjal is a deceitful man who will emerge toward the end of 
time claiming Lordship.” 65 We know Allah is the only Lord and as such, this lie of the Dajjal’s is 
a false claim for many reasons, among them: 


1. The Dajjal is One-Eyed: The prophet ( JL 3 ill JL ) said: 


sOfi Os , J 1 s O £ s' t $ £ 
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Allah is certainly not one-eyed, but the Dajjal Messiah is one-eyed - his right eye 


- as if his eye is a floating grape. 


66 


He ( j LL Al Ju> ) also said: 


(( iJZZsSS' 0 jji jg I JL-jJ I ijfj ® 

And the Dajjal has one eye partially covered by a thick eyelid. 


67 


These are descriptions of deficiency, and the true Lord, Allah ( ), is only described 

with the highest, most perfect and complete descriptions as he ( Jbc 3 ) says: 


65 Shark Lum ’ah al- ‘ Itiqad , pg. 105 

66 Collected by al-Bukhari and Muslim 

67 Collected by Muslim, Ahmad, and Abu Dawud. 
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And to him belongs the highest description in the heavens and earth. 68 


And he says: 


S3 ^ 


j-Aj ! --J ^JLp*yi 4_Uj ! --J s ~ Jl JlLs o V j? 

< j^sii Vspi 

For those who do not believe in the hereafter is the description of evil, but for 
Allah is the highest description. And he is the Mighty, the Wise. 69 


^ o * o l 


If the Dajjal were truly the Lord, he could easily remove his defective features and his 
disgusting attributes. 

2. Written Between the Dajjal’s Eyes is: jil S' (kafir - “Disbeliever”): The prophet ( ill Jl* 

jJl- j LLp ) said: 

°> V ^ ® ^ * ° 

® jz&J c-olS 4 j^lS t— > jl5s_a 8 

Written between his two eyes is: jS IS ( kafir - “disbeliever”). Every believer will 

70 

be able to read it, literate or illiterate. 


If the Dajjal were truly the Lord, he could remove this distinctive sign of his deceit and lies. 


68 The Quran, Surah al-Rum, 30:27 

69 Surah al-Nahl, 16:60 

70 Collected by Muslim, Ahmad, and Abu Dawud. 
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3. People Will See the Dajjal in This Life: Allah’s messenger ( ill JL? ) clearly 

informed us that no one will see his Lord until he dies. So when people see the Dajjal in this 
life, this is a clear sign he is not their Lord. In a hadlth in SahTh Muslim , the prophet ( ill 
jJl-. j 4 Jlp ) makes this point when he said about the Dajjal: 

i AS a j jjL j I ( o ^S ( j-« ej jjij t ^ilS • I 8 

S / / S/ >«/ o 'i >* ^ £ ... 

® O Je>-j JP 4 j j _L>-I iS ji. Cj ^ ^ ! JAj 

Written between his two eyes is: ji IS ( kafir - “disbeliever”). Whoever hates his 
actions will be able to read it, or every believer will be able to read it. Know that 
not a single one among you will ever see his Lord ( Jp-j ) until he dies. 


4. The Dajjal’s Weakness and Inability: The Dajjal will be unable to do many things. For 
example, it has come in the hadlth that he will only overpower and kill a single person. 
Furthermore, when he tries to kill him a second time, he will be unable to do so. The prophet 
( ill ) said: 
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The Dajjal will say (to the people), “If I kill this (man) and thereafter bring him 
back to life, will you have any doubt about the matter?” They will respond, “No.” 


71 Collected by Muslim 


Page 48 of 80 



Dajjal 

KNOWING THE FALSE MESSIAH 

He will then kill the man and bring him back to life. The man will then tell him, 

“By Allah, I have never been more convinced about you than I am today.” The 
Dajjal will again try to kill him but he will be unable to do so. 

If the Dajjal were truly our Lord and god, there would be nothing he is unable to do. Allah 
says about himself: 



ji is i d\ 


Certainly, Allah has power over all things . 73 


The Dajjal will have other weakness as well, such as his inability to resurrect the dead when 
he claims he is giving life to a Bedouin’s deceased parents. Instead, as the prophet ( Ju> 
j LLp ) said: 


>2 £ >*0 OJ #✓>* 
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. . .Two devils will then take the appearance of his father and mother and say to 
him, “My son, follow him for he is surely your Lord.” 74 


In contrast, it is well-known from the Quran that: 




lur< 


j 


72 Collected by al-Bukhari 

73 Surah al-Baqarah, 2:20 

74 Collected by Ibn Majah, al-Hakim, and Ibn Khuzaymah, and it is no. 7875 in al-Albanl’s SaliTh al-Jami 
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It is Allah who gives life and death. 75 


Similarly, the Dajjal will be unable to enter Mecca and Medina. 76 The Dajjal himself 
admitted this inability, saying, as has come in the hadlth of Tamlm al-Darl: 
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“I will now tell you about myself. I am the Messiah. 77 Soon I will be allowed to 
leave. I will then emerge and travel throughout the earth for forty days, leaving 
not a single village except that I will enter it with the exceptions of Mecca and 
Taybah (Medina) for they are both forbidden for me. Each time I try to enter 
either of them, an angel will confront me with an unsheathed sword in his hand, 
preventing me from entering. And there is upon every path leading to them angels 

TO 

guarding them.” 


5. The Dajjal’s Lack of Knowledge: In the long hadlth of Tamlm al-Darl ( <up <&l ) in 

which he and his companions actually met the Dajjal, the False Messiah asked them who 
they were and about the date trees of Baysan, Lake Tiberius, the spring of Zughar, and about 


75 Surah Ali ‘Imran, 3:156 

76 Hadlth proving this are record by al-Bukhari, Muslim and others. See for example. Topic 6: The Dajjal’s Travels 
Throughout the Earth 

77 In another version of the narration: “I am the Dajjal.” See al-Albanl’s Sahlh Sunan al-Tirmidhl (no. 1837). 

78 Collected by Muslim 
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the messenger of Allah. Had he truly been the Lord of the worlds, he would not need others 
to inform him of anything. But Allah, the true Lord, is free of any needs and he knows 
everything. 


1 p jsc aUi jt i ) 


And know that Allah is the knower of all things. 


80 


6. The Dajjal Only Gives to His Supporters: Allah ( yp ) is generous and merciful to all 
people in this life. He provides from this life as he wishes to both believers and disbelievers 
in him, to those he loves and those he does not love. Yet the Dajjal only gives to those who 
accept his claims and believe he is their Lord. 


The prophet ( j LU- <&l Ju> ) said of the Dajjal ’s supporters and believers: 


O £ -- / ' \ ° i \ i ' * • * ' 0 ' t| * * " 



'' 0 £ ' 0 o^o O O , ^ , o , Sb ^ ofis s .o 

15 Lo 51b yo ^ -j y c~5j yy*is 

* * * * *$ sis s S S sis 

® Ip j Ojil J I y>- o_Lalj 


. . .He will pass by a village and its people will believe in him, believing him to be 
true. So he will command the sky to rain and the earth to grow. It will rain and 
produce vegetation so much that their cattle will return that day fatter than they 

o 1 

ever were, their flanks stretched, and their udders full of milk. 


79 For the full hadith of Tamim al-Dari ( Jil ), see Topic 8: Has Anyone Seen the Dajjal? 

80 Surah al-Baqarah, 2:231 

81 Collected by tbn Majah and it is in al-Albanl’s Sahlh al-Jami ’ (no. 5875) 
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Yet for those who refuse to believe in the Dajjal and refuse to follow him: 


o 9 Os 9 s Os' 9 ' o' o' s S O $>9 s' o 9 O 9 O 


0*0 S * t s' O s* * o ^ U s S* o V* s 9 u * u * u s * ' \ l \ 

l xp 4 4j ji 4 4 ^ jJL) I ^ j L> ® 

O 0 £ O *0^0 o 0£ „ oj ^ O 0>2^0^ o ^ 

® g ] I J_0 1 qA g [■} >) \ t (J J_>r - »3 

. . .He will then come to some people calling them (to believe in him) but they will 


reject his call. He will leave them in a state of drought, and nothing of their wealth 
will remain in their hands. 



82 Collected by Muslim, Ahmad, and al-Tirmidhi 
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The Dajjal’s Followers 


Jews of Asbahan 


Imam Muslim collected a hadith from Anas Ibn Malik ( alp & I ) in which the 

messenger of Allah ( Jl- jdf A I Ju> ) said: 


® aTJ Lia 1 1 ^ 1 Is* LaJ I 0 I i I ® 

From the Jews of Asbahan (Isfahan, Iran), seventy thousand will follow the 


Dajjal. They will be wearing shawls. 


83 


Disbelievers & Hypocrites 


Anas Ibn Malik ( Jal ) also narrated that the prophet ( j *As> & I ) said: 


- 5J 5j 


4J t ibToJ 1 j *yi 1 a j !?<«*) 'yi j_L ® 

j L^JjssL) ijoToj I i <l>- jj < Lgj jyvsw? I aTp 'yi c-JL 

® JlS” 4JJ I 1 

There is no land the Dajjal will not enter except Mecca and Medina. There is not a 
single path leading to them except that there are angels in rows guarding them. 


83 Collected by Muslim and Ahmad 
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Medina will then be shaken by three earthquakes whereby Allah will remove 

R4 

every disbeliever and hypocrite (from Medina). 


And in the narration of Imam Ahmad: 


t 4JqAll t 4Jq.jJ.lj 'yi I lia Is t (Jli-jJ I ® 

^ ° ''C *°^t r.'' 0 '' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ o ° ^ 

J j t 4j>c_ ; _^ ‘ li ( jj c_Jjj 

^ or > ^ g A ° * ./■ o ^ 

8 AiiilLaj 4_J I t O'-^TJ cL>*Aj 4Jq._LoJ I 4^- 


< 43 


The Dajjal will come and enter every place on earth except Mecca and Medina. 
When he comes to Medina, he will find on every path leading to it rows of angels. 
He will then come to a marsh and camp there. Medina will be shaken by three 
earthquakes whereby every hypocrite man and hypocrite woman will leave 

oc 

(Medina) and come out to him. 


Some of the Deceived Bedouins 


Abu Umamah al-Bahili ( alp Jil ) said that Allah’s messenger ( ^Jl. j <lJlp ) said 

about the Dajjal: 


< dJLolj 4 JU b\ c2'j\ : 0 |j... » 

$£ 9 - , o s £ 
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£ 0 t * * # ♦ 1 Cl t ^ » ° ^ t° o I 5- '' f c ^ u ^ s 

4_al j 4_ql 0 j j-*/9 ^3 4J JuL^JLJ i ! (J jJLi i cLLij ^ I Jm^-JD I 


Os ? ; >2 . w 
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84 Collected by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and Ahmad 

85 Collected by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and Ahmad, and it is in al-Albanfs SahTh al-Jdmi’ (no. 8028) 
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...And surely from his tribulations is that he will ask a Bedouin, “If I resurrect 
your father and mother, would you then testify that I am your lord?” He will 
answer, “Yes.” Two devils will then take the appearance of his father and mother 
and say to him, “My son, follow him for he is surely your Lord.” 86 

“ People with Faces like Hammered Shields” 


Abu Bakr al-Siddiq ( Jal ) narrated, in a hadith collected by al-Timidhi and others, 
that the prophet ( JL j <ulp ill l _ s L* ) said: 


J* ? S & s * 


o £ o ft ft o 


cits' ^»lj3l 4_*_4o t i cJ 


•* ■■ 0 a ° i 


(( 


0 ? s J 1 J 1 


43 jh-o. i I I ^ & jj>-j 

The Dajjal will appear from a land in the East said to be called: Khorasan. 87 There 

o 

will follow him people with faces like hammered shields. 



86 Collected by Ibn Majah, al-Hakim, and Ibn Khuzaymah, and it is no. 7875 in al-Albanl’s Sahih al-Jami 

87 Khorasan is “a historical region and realm comprising a vast territory now lying in northeastern Iran, southern 
Turkmenistan, and northern Afghanistan.” Encyclopedia Britannica. 

88 Collected by al-Tirmidhl, Ahmad, al-Hakim, and Ibn Majah, and al-Albanl said it is authentic in Sahih Sunan al- 
Tirmidhl (no. 1824). 
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Protection from the Dajjal’s Tribulations 


Despite the great tribulations the Dajjal brings by which Allah will test his servants, we 
are not left to face them alone. Rather, Allah and his messenger ( j *As- Ju> ) have shown 
the path of salvation from this False Messiah and his deceptions. Whoever follows this path is 
saved. Whoever refuses to follow the path, he is then in a very dangerous position as he may 
become one of those who believe the Dajjal’s lies and answer his call. 

The First Ten or Last Ten Verses of Surah al-Kahf 

Abu al-Darda ( alp i>l ) narrated a hadlth collected in SahTh Muslim in which he said 
that the prophet ( JL j a-1p ill Ju> ) said: 

8 (JL>-_U I l ££ I o j (Jj I ^ja Ou I jjLs* )a a>- ( j-« ® 

(( l xJ I y>-\ )) ; Aj I jj 

Whoever memorizes ten verses from the beginning of Surah al-Kahf will be 
protected from the Dajjal, and in another narration: From the end of al-Kahf. 

Commenting on this hadlth in his explanation of SahTh Muslim , Imam al-NawawI says, 
“The reason for this is because of the great wonders and signs contained in the beginning of it 
(Surah al-Kahf). Whoever contemplates them will not be put to test by the Dajjal.” 90 


89 Collected by Muslim 

90 Shark al-Nawawl ‘aid Muslim 


Page 56 of 80 



THE 


Dajjal 

KNOWING THE FALSE MESSIAH 

And from Abu Sa’Id al-Khudri ( ill ), Allah’s messenger ( j dU- ill Jla ) said: 


. ^ o o ^ ^ o >* J* . o ^ o - , - y o * is ’ ° s 

aSv_o I 4_oliLa ^jA AaLJij I ^ jj I Ijjj 4J dolS” < L XJ I ej I j3 ( jA 

(( o j- sjzj' t I ^jj>- ^ 4 La y>-\ CjL I j-JLp I 


's O is 'O 


Whoever recites Surah al-Kahf, he will have a light from his place to Mecca 
which will last until the Day of Resurrection. And whoever recites ten verses from 
the end of it and then were the Dajjal to appear, he would not be able to harm that 
person. 91 


In a narration of al-Nawwas Ibn Sam’an ( ill ) collected by Muslim and Abu 
Dawud, the prophet ( 3 dl* ill ) said about the Dajjal at the beginning of the hadlth: 


o t ° t ' 0 ■* °. ' i' ° * * * ° " , ° ✓ , 'i' 0*0 s O 

^y>c->' Ojj < d>t_c>tj>- uLi t u I j ^y>c->' lu ® 

» h» *'s°t Os' . ° 0 * ' s ' O s M’l . s \s •* 0 - i' 0 ,: 

rt-SvJJ) aSj2 I ( j-o^ ( JiS’ 'J ‘ j 

sO ' a a * ? s ,a 's\ ' * ' ' « °d 

® L^jls < i fl-g-X-J | oj I jj 4_J_P I jjL*l3 


? J> J> o 


-is 0 ? 0 s 0 


If he appears while I am among you, I will be his opponent instead of you. But 
should he appear when I am not with you then everyone will have to encounter 
him himself, and Allah is (still) the protector of every Muslim after I am gone. So 
whoever among you encounters him (the Dajjal), let him recite the opening verses 

Q9 

of Surah al-Kahf upon him for they are your safety from his tribulations. 


91 Collected by al-Tabaranl and al-Nasal, and al-Albanl says it is authentic in Sahih al-Targhib wal-Tarhlb (no. 225) 

92 Collected by Muslim and Abu Dawud and that is the wording from Abu Dawud. al-Albanl says it is authentic in 
Sahih Sunan Abi Dawud (no. 3631) 
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al-MunawI says in Fay cl al-Qadir about Surah al-Kahf and its protection from the Dajjal: 

That is because of the miraculous wonders in the story of the people of the cave. 
Whoever knows about them would neither be so amazed at what occurs at the hand of the 
Dajjal, nor would he be put to trial with him. Or perhaps it is because whoever genuinely 
reflects over these verses, considering their meanings, they would help him beware of 
him (the Dajjal) and keep him safe from him. Or perhaps there is something else 
specifically characteristic of this chapter . 93 


Avoiding Meeting Him & Fleeing from Him 


Ahmad, Abu Dawud, and al-Hakim collected a hadith from ‘Imran Ibn al-Husayn ( 
alp dil ) who said that the messenger of Allah ( j yls> dil Ju> ) said: 


* £ £ * 

4j 


> jj&j aJLj f I ol aU I ji t alp LlJj JUrjJL ® 
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Whoever hears about the Dajjal, let him stay away from him. For by Allah, a man 
may come to him thinking he is a believer but may then follow him because of the 
doubts he brings with him. 94 


A Believer ’s Residing in Mecca or Medina 


93 Fayd al-Qadir (vol. 6, pg. 118) 

94 Collected by Ahmad, Abu Dawud, and al-Hakim, and al-Albanl says it is authentic in SahTh Sunan Abi Dawud 
(no. 3629) 
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al-Bukhan collected from Anas Ibn Malik ( alp Al ) who narrated that the messenger 
of Allah ( j <ulp Al Ju> ) said: 


- jJ & 


( j_« 4 J t 4JJ AoJ I j 'yi I 'yi J_L) ( j-« ® 
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There is no land the Dajjal will not enter except Mecca and Medina. There is not a 
single path leading to them except that there are angels in rows guarding them. 
Medina will then be shaken by three earthquakes whereby Allah will remove 
every disbeliever and hypocrite (from Medina). 95 


al-Bukhan also collected the statement of the prophet ( jJ—j *As> Al ) from Abu 
Bakrah ( alp Al ): 


^1p t k_-> I jj I AAj L^J i JU-jJ I I c_^P j 4 Aj AoJ I L>-A> y )) 

' ' _ SI > 

The terror of the Dajjal Messiah will not enter Medina. On that day, it will have 


seven gates (or paths) and at every gate there will be two angels. 


96 


And in Sahih al-Bukhan from Anas Ibn Malik (alp A I ), the prophet ( ALp A I 

jJl- j ) said: 


95 Collected by al-Bukhan, Muslim, and Ahmad 

96 Collected by al-Bukhari 
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Medina - the Dajjal will come to it but find angels guarding it; the Dajjal will be 

97 

unable to come near it. He said: And neither will the plague, if Allah wills. 


Correct, Strong, & True Belief in Allah 

Muslim collected a narration in which the messenger of Allah ( ^L , 3 *As> dil Ju> ) said: 

D o 9 ' a,Os S Os # 9°^ 9 S 

l ^yA fa [£ aj jjL) J I < 4_Lo_P o i jS ( j-« OJ jA J i do I )) 
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Written between his two eyes is: jilS” ( kafir - “disbeliever”). Whoever hates his 
actions will be able to read it, or every believer will be able to read it. Know that 
not a single one among you will ever see his Lord ( Jp-j yp ) until he dies. 


Similarly in Sahih Muslim, Hudhayfah Ibn al-Yaman ( « 4l ) narrated that the 
prophet ( JLj LL dil Jlo> ) said: 


j* OyOs s o s * u ^ ^ . o / . s a s O ^ . POP O / ' * ^ ^ 

j3 LS" i AJa^Lp 0 I JU-JJ I l)I J 

oy .. ' 0 ^ L j>j> & ‘L 

(< ir?y* cr ®3 


97 Collected by al-Bukhari 

98 Collected by Muslim, and al-Bukhari, Abu Dawud, and al-Tirmidhl collected similar hadlth from Anas Ibn Malik 
( ‘UP All ) 
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And the Dajjal has one eye partially covered by a thick eyelid. Written between 
his two eyes is: ( kafir - “disbeliever”). Every believer will be able to read it, 

literate or illiterate." 


Choosing the Dajjal ’s Fire if Tested with Such 


Ahmad, Abu Dawud, and al-Hakim collected a narration from Hudhayfah Ibn al-Yaman 
( alp ill ) who said that Allah’s messenger ( j <Clp ill Ju> ) said: 


** o i 


S3 S3 0 


‘ 8 yf o** ‘ ^ J *** ' f_r^- 


« ^pLJ I pLi 


S3 S3 ^ fit o 
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The Dajjal will appear and with him will be a river and a fire. Whoever enters his 
river, his sin is guaranteed and his reward is removed. And whoever enters his 
fire, his reward is guaranteed, his sin removed. Then it is the establishment of the 
(last) hour. 100 


Similarly, in the hadith of Abu Umamah al-Bahili ( I ), the prophet ( <u!p CjI 
jJl- j ) said: 


^ „ »o o ^ ' # ' Z M s' * ss J* s s 9 l 'O' o 9 s 

t a jUj ( >Lol i jfj 1 ®jtC9 t ljuj AC>- <j| 4LLCLJ y* ® 
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99 Collected by Muslim, Ahmad, and Abu Dawud. 

100 Collected by Ahmad, Abu Dawud, and al-Hakim, and it is no. 8049 in al-Albanl’s Sahih al-Jami ’ 
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. . .And surely from his tribulations is that he will have with him a paradise and a 
fire, but his fire is actually a paradise and his paradise is actually a fire. So 
whoever is tested with his fire, let him seek help from Allah and recite the 
opening verses of (Surah) al-Kahf. 101 


And in another narration from Hudhayfah, the prophet ( j dil ) said: 


9 y °' \ s Is s 9 9 y £ \ ' 0 ' s o y 9 y y 9 0 33 33 y y y t 0 l s £ . 

s-La 1 (_^lj LoJ&do-l <jL» j ->s-> jl i ALa JU-jJI Lc ,*_Lp| u j ® 

. ^ ^ 0 ^ t [ C ^ / / °C . ^ ^ $ l S' ^ . s °/ | / ^ Vf| / -'°t 

I j^jj I oLas t Jj>-I bli t 0 ?-Lj j*-* ^>-iilj ‘ 
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I know what the Dajjal will have with him even more than he knows himself. He 
will have two flowing rivers. One will appear like clear water, the other like a 
blazing fire. If someone encounters them, then he should go to the river which 
appears like a fire, close his eyes, lower his head, and drink from it for it is cool 
water. 102 


Seeking Protection with Allah, Especially in Every Prayer 

Zayd Ibn Thabit ( At ) narrated that the tribulation of the Dajjal was among the 
trials the prophet instructed the companions to seek protection with Allah regarding. The prophet 
( j *As> dil Ju> ) told them: 


101 Collected by Ibn Majah, al-Hakim, and Ibn Khuzaymah, and it is in al-Albam’s Sahih al-Jami ’ (no. 7875). 

102 Collected by Muslim, Ahmad, and Abu Dawud. 
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. ;Z tf . , ° 0 % $ s s 

® JU-jJI 4JCLJ ( j-« 4jJL> ® 

Seek protection with Allah from the tribulations of the Dajjal. 

The companions then immediately did as advised, saying, “We seek protection with Allah from 
the tribulations of the Dajjal.” 103 


As for seeking protection from the Dajjal in prayer, Abu Hurayrah ( Jal ) said that 
the prophet ( Jl- j «_!p A I Ju> ) said: 


✓ O S o £ O O & / £ s’ & t O O ?■ S z < ^ < 
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« JUaJ I 


When any of you finish with the final Tashahhud (in prayer), let him seek 
protection with Allah from four things: from the punishment of Hell, from the 
punishment of the grave, from the trials of life and death, and from the evil of the 
Dajjal Messiah. 104 


‘Aishah ( Al j ) reported that the messenger of Allah ( j aAs> ill ) used to also 
say in his prayer: 


103 Collected by Muslim 

104 Collected by Muslim, Abu Dawud, Ibn Majah, and others 
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Oh Allah, I seek protection with you from the punishment of the grave, and I seek 
protection with you from the tribulations of the Dajjal Messiah, and I seek 
protection with you from the trials of life and the trials of death; oh Allah, I seek 
protection with you from sin and debt. 


Someone asked him, “Why do you so often seek the protection of Allah from debt?” The prophet 
( JL j aAs- ill Ju> ) answered: 


8 Ac-jj ^ Ji- bl y>- jj 1 


jl » 


A man, when he incurs a debt, speaks but lies and promises but breaks his 

105 

promise. 



105 Collected by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and al-Nasai 
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The Staunchest Muslims in Opposition to the 

Dajjal 


Banu Tamim 

In a hadlth collected in both SahTh al-Bukhari and Sahlh Muslim, Abu Hurayrah ( ill 
alp ) said, “I have never stopped loving (the tribe of) Banu Tamim since I heard three statements 
about them that Allah’s messenger ( 3 *As. ill ) said.” He then narrated that the prophet 

( aJU- ill ) said: 


SS ' , & s t a ? 

« JU-jJI l £a\ Asil » 

They are the staunchest of my nation against the Dajjal. 


Abu Hurayrah continued: And when charity from them (Banu Tamim) was brought, the 
messenger of Allah ( j <ulp ill Ju? ) said: 


(( U>J J_j olj _Lv 2 0 j-A ® 

This is the charity of our people. 


...and there was once a female captive from them (Banu Tamim) with ‘Aishah and he ( ill 
j 4 _Ip ) said: 


^ o t^° / ^ / 0 c 
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Free her, for she is from the children of Ishmael. 106 



106 Collected by al-Bukhari and Muslim 
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The Greatest Martyr is Murdered by the Dajjal 


al-Bukhari and Muslim collected a hadlth in which Abu Sa’Id al-Khudrl ( alp A I ) 
narrated that Allah’s messenger ( <ulp ill ) spoke to them at length about the Dajjal. 
Among the things he ( jJl- jAkil Ju> ) said was: 
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The Dajjal will appear but he will be forbidden to enter any path leading to 
Medina. He will then settle at some marshes near Medina. On that day, a man will 
come out to him and he will be the best of people (or he said) one of the best 
people. He will say, “I testify that you are the Dajjal the messenger of Allah ( Ju> 
jJl-j aJp ill ) told us about in his hadlth.” The Dajjal will then say (to the people), 
“If I kill this (man) and thereafter bring him back to life, will you have any doubt 
about the matter?” They will respond, “No.” He will then kill the man and bring 
him back to life. The man will then tell him, “By Allah, I have never been more 
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convinced about you than I am today.” The Dajjal will again want to kill him but 

i ryj 

he will be unable to do so. 


Imam Muslim collected a similar, yet longer, hadith from Abu Sa’id ( tp i I ) in 

which the messenger of Allah ( ^ j *As> Al Jlo> ) said: 
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107 Collected by al -Bukhari and Muslim 
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The Dajjal will appear, and a man from the believers will head out toward him. 
Some of the soldiers of the Dajjal carrying weapons will meet the man and ask 
him, “Where are you headed?” He will reply, “I am headed toward this man who 
has appeared.” They will further ask him, “Do you not believe in our Lord?” and 
he will answer, “There is nothing hidden about our Lord.” They will then say, 
“Kill him,” but some of them will ask, “Did your Lord not forbid you from killing 
anyone with his permission?” So they will take the man to the Dajjal. When the 
man sees him (the Dajjal), he will proclaim, “Oh people, this is the Dajjal 
mentioned by the messenger of Allah ( LL- ill Ju> ).” The Dajjal will then 
order for him to be stretched on his stomach, saying, “Take him and strike him.” 
He will then be struck through his back and stomach. The Dajjal will then ask 
him, “And do you not believe in me?” but the man will reply, “You are the lying 
messiah.” It will then be commanded to kill him and the man will be sawed in 
half, from his head to between his legs. The Dajjal will then walk between the two 
pieces and say to the man, “Stand,” and the man will get up, standing. The Dajjal 
will again ask him, “Do you believe in me?” and the man will answer, “I have 
only increased in certainty about you.” The man will tell the people, “Oh people, 
he will not be able to do (similarly) after me with anyone else among the people.” 
The Dajjal will then grab him to slaughter him, but the man’s neck will become 
copper, down to his collar bone, so he (the Dajjal) will have no way of killing 
him. Instead, he will take the man by his hands and feet and throw him. The 
people will assume he has thrown the man into the fire, but he was actually 
thrown into Paradise. 

The messenger of Allah then said: 
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This is the greatest person to achieve martyrdom with the Lord of the worlds. 


108 


And in the hadith of Abu Umamah ( as. Al ), the prophet ( j dU- dl Jd> ) said: 
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. . .And surely from his tribulations is that he will overpower a single individual so 
that he kills him. He (the Dajjal) will saw the man in half with a saw so that he 
becomes two separate pieces, then say (to people), “Look at this servant of mine. I 
will resurrect him and he will then still claim he has a lord other than me.” So 
Allah will resurrect the man and the filthy one (the Dajjal) will ask him, “Who is 
your lord?” The man will answer, “My Lord is Allah, and you are the enemy of 
Allah; you are the Dajjal. By Allah, I have never been more convinced about you 
than I am today.” 109 



Collected by Muslim 

109 Collected by Ibn Majah and it is in al-Albanl’s Sahlh al-Jami’ (no. 5051) 
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Safety from the Dajjal’s Tribulations Necessitates 

Paradise 


Imam Muslim and others collected a long hadith about the Dajjal from al-Nawwas Ibn 
Sam’an ( M y>j ). In this narration, the prophet ( j *As> Al ) said: 
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...Then Jesus, the son of Mary, will come to a people whom Allah has protected 
from him (the Dajjal). He (Jesus) will anoint them on their faces and inform them 
of their positions in Paradise. 110 



110 Collected by Muslim and Ibn Majah 
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The Death of the Dajjal 


A companion by the name of Mujamma’ Ibn Jariyah al-Ansan ( alp A I ) said in a 

hadlth collected by al-Tirmidhl that he heard the prophet ( j a_ 1 p Al Ju> ) say: 


s sO s 9 o 9.9 


® dJ k_->Lj I jA 1 


The son of Mary (Jesus) will kill the Dajjal at the gate of Lod. 


m 


In the long hadlth narrated by Abu Umamah al-Bahill ( alp A I ) collected by Ibn 
Majah, al-Hakim, and others, Jesus, the son of Mary, will come to people praying the morning 
prayer near Jerusalem and join them. After the prayer: 
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Jesus ( ^AJI ALp ) will say, “Open the gate.” It will be opened and behind it will 
be the Dajjal along with seventy thousand Jews, each of them with an embellished 
sword and (wearing) a shawl. When the Dajjal sees him, he will begin to dissolve 
like salt dissolves in water, and will turn and flee. Jesus ( ^CJl Alp ) will tell him. 


111 Collected by al-Tirmidhi and al-Albam says it is authentic in Sahih Sunan al-Tirmidhl , (no. 1829). The city of 
Ludd or Lod is in current-day Israel. 
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“I have a single strike for you from which you will be unable to escape.” He will 

— 112 

meet him (the Dajjal) at the eastern gate of Lod and kill him. 



112 Collected by Ibn Majah, al-Hakim, Ibn Khuzaymah and others, and al-Albam says it is authentic in Sahih al- 
Jami ’ al-Saghir wa Ziyadatuh, (no. 7875). 
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Other Tribulations Close in Severity to the Dajjal 


The Trials of the Grave 


al-Bukhan, Muslim, and Ahmad collected a hadith from Asma Bint Abi Bakr ( A >1 
U 4 LP ) in which Allah’s messenger ( j AIp 4s I Ja> ) said: 


53 1 1 ' t 53 ' , * ^ ( ^ . 9 9oi^ 0 7. vf( /8 ' 8 * 0 * 0 * ° ^ 0 

t jU I j 4Jj>tJ I ‘ iJL* ^5 AAjIj AS <Cjj I ( jSI (jyf I 4 ® 

0 " ( I ° 0 ' ° £ -- . 0 ° V ! . 0 9s\ * 0 A*£ ^ t * 0 ' •* S 

jf < ^ji! uh ? J^J! Ijl^j iuL C : lj 'JLLS < j&U J 3 J < JUaJI 

4_li I A-oOt-fl t 4_U I (J j-*sj J-& • (J j-£*3 \ ^LAa ISi ) I . (Jlfl 

9 9' ^ ^ s° s$ s sOs is Zs~' s 9 ° s sts s s s s ** s s O' „ 

cjliLi i l l_*A> I j Laj>-I j IajIs ‘ L^AgJ lj oLJL UpU- < (t-l—j aJ-P 

^ . ' O £ * • $ £' * o 9' s O' 8 O ^ ^ O ^ tf* 8 O ^ t . s Os 9 ' 

! Jli j! t ^jilAoJ I la I J t 4_> ^j^ajAJ iA-AS” 1)1 llS” Ai t l>tJlv 2 ! 4J 

I 'y i (J j-fl-A ? Jc>- jJ I dloTp la ! 4 J JliLi ( ^>L*Aa dlla ) L_jlj jll 


S3 ^ o 


dJ-AS idi A J-i jAj ^j-uC I A1 


There is nothing I have not seen except that I was shown it right here, even 
Paradise and the fire. And it has been revealed to me that you will all be put to 
trial in your graves similar to the tribulation of the Dajjal Messiah. Each of you 
will be asked, “What do you know of this man?” As for a believer or one with 
certain knowledge (Hisham, one of the narrators was not sure which word was 
used), he will answer, “He is the messenger of Allah, he is Muhammad ( Al 
jJl-j Alp ). He came to us with clear teachings and guidance, so we believed (in 


Page 74 of 80 



THE 


Dajjal 

KNOWING THE FALSE MESSIAH 

him), responded (to his call), followed (him), and considered him to be true.” He 
will then be told, “Sleep peacefully. We already knew you would believe in him.” 
As for a hypocrite or a doubter (Hisham was unsure), he too will be asked, “What 
do you know of this man?” but he will say, “I do not know. I only heard people 

113 

saying something (about him) so I said it too.” 


The prophet ( 3 aJp A I ) joined the seeking of protection from the grave and the 

Dajjal in many hadlth. For example, Abu Huraryah ( alp A I ) reported that he ( aJp ill 

j ) said: 
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Seek protection with Allah from the punishment of Allah. Seek protection with 
Allah from the punishment of the grave. Seek protection with Allah from the 
tribulation of the Dajjal Messiah. Seek protection with Allah from the tribulations 
of life and death. 1 14 


Misguided Leaders 

Imam Ahmad collected from Abu Dharr ( alp & I ) that the prophet ( jJl. j aJLp A I Ju> ) 

said: 


113 Collected by al-Bukhan, Muslim, and Ahmad 

114 Collected by Muslim and al-Nasat 


Page 75 of 80 



THE 


Dajjal 

KNOWING THE FALSE MESSIAH 


There is something other than the Dajjal I fear more for my nation. 


Abu Dharr ( a* ) then asked him, “Messenger of Allah, what is more fearful for your 

nation than the Dajjal?” He ( jj — j aAs> ill lJ _U> ) answered: 
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Misguided, misguiding leaders. 115 


al-Munawi says, explaining this narration: 


Ibn al-‘ArabI says: This still does not contradict the narrations which state that there is no 
greater tribulation than that of the Dajjal. The prophet made this statement here (about 
misguided leaders) to his companions because what he feared more for them 
(specifically) is something closer to them than the (appearance of) the Dajjal. Something 
that is certain to occur sooner is more feared than something that is to occur later, even 
though the latter may be more severe . 116 



115 Collected by Ahmad, and al-Albam says it is authentic in Saliih al-Jami’ al-Saghir wa Ziyadatuh , (no. 4165). 

1 16 Fayd al- Qadir, (4/407) 
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Why is the Dajjal Not Explicitly Mentioned in the 

Quran? 


al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalam answers this questions in Fath al-Bari with the following: 


It has become widespread the questioning about the wisdom in not explicitly mentioning 
the Dajjal in the Quran despite the information that has come about him, his evil, that his 
tribulation is the greatest of all, that all prophets warned against him, and the command to 
seek protection from him even in every prayer. 1 will answer this from different 
perspectives. 


First, he is included implicitly the statement of Allah ( JU: ) 
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The day some of the signs of your Lord will come, no soul will benefit from its 
faith . 117 


al-Tirmidhi also collected a narration which he considered authentic from Abu Hurayrah: 
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117 The Quran, Surah al-Ana’m, 6:158 
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Three (signs), if they come 4 no soul will benefit from its faith if it had not believed 

before^ 118 : the Dajjal, the beast, and the rising of the sun from the west. 1 19 


Second, it is also indicated in what the Quran has mentioned of the return of Jesus, the 
son of Mary in the verse: 



35 


And there is none from the People of the Scripture but that he will surely believe in 

him (Jesus) before his death . 120 


Similarly in the verse: 
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And he (Jesus) is certainly a sign of the (last) hour . 121 


It has also come in authentic narrations that Jesus is the one who will kill the Dajjal. So 
from this perspective, it is sufficient to mention only one of the two opposing sides 
without mentioning the other. And though he is called the Messiah like Jesus, the Dajjal 
is the False Messiah while Jesus is the Messiah of guidance. 


Third, the Dajjal may also not be mentioned explicitly in the Quran as a way of showing 
contempt, as if he does not deserve mention. 122 


Ibid. 

119 Collected by al-Tirmidhl and al-Albam said it is authentic in Sahih Sunan al-Tirmidhl (no 2456). 

120 Surah al-Nisa, 4:159 

121 Surah al-Zukhruf, 43:61 
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al-Baghawi even explains that “mankind” in the following verse specifically means the 

Dajjal: 




The creation of the heavens and earth is greater than the creation of 

mankind . 123 


And Allah knows best. 

Still, even if the Dajjal is not explicitly mentioned in the Quran, the Sunnah has clearly 
mentioned his story in detail. These hadlth are Mutawatir , meaning they are so numerous and 
have been narrated by so many trustworthy narrators that it is inconceivable to assume they all 
reported something untrue. About this point, the contemporary hadlth scholar Muhammad Nasr 
al-Dln al-Albanl says: 

You must know that the hadlth about the Dajjal and the return of Jesus ( ) are 

Mutawatir, and therefore believing in them is mandatory. Do not be deceived by those 
who claim such narrations are only Ahad - that they are only reported by a single 
narrator. Such people are ignorant of this type of knowledge as none of them have 
learned it. If they had, they would find that these hadlth are in fact Mutawatir just as the 
scholars of this science have attested to, such as al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar and others . 124 


122 Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalam, F at h al-Ban 

123 Surah Ghafir, 40:57 

1-4 al-Albanl, Shark al- ‘Aqidah al-Tahawiyyah (pg. 565) 
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1 9S 

In addition, Ibn Kathlr “ has also mentioned that the hadlth of the Dajjal are Mutawatir, 
as did al-SakhawI in Fath al-Mughith. 126 



125 InNihayah al-Bidayah wal-Nihayah (147-149) 

126 Fath al-Mughith Shark Alfiyyah al-Hadith (3/44) 
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